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 Did you know that pumpkins are a fruit? Pumpkins have seeds 

inside of them so scientists call them a fruit. Most of us think pumpkins 

are a vegetable! Many people like to use pumpkins to make pumpkin pie.  

One of our favorite ways to use pumpkins is to make jack-o-lanterns.   

 The United States of America produces about one billion pounds 

of pumpkins each year.  Pumpkins can grow very large.  Someone grew a 

pumpkin that was over 1000 pounds!!  Pumpkins are usually shaped like a 

sphere.  There are many different colors of pumpkins.  Luna is the 

name of a pumpkin that is white like the moon. Farmers grow pumpkins 

that are red, orange, yellow, white and green.  What is your favorite 

color of pumpkin? 

 

Name:_______________________________         
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Why do scientists call pumpkins a fruit? Use part of the 
story in your answer? 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
What is your favorite color of pumpkin? 
 
__________________ 
 
Color this pumpkin your favorite pumpkin color. Color the stem 

brown and the leaf green. 
 
 

Name:________________ 
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 Did you know that pumpkins are a fruit? Pumpkins have seeds 

inside of them so scientists call them a fruit. Most of us think pumpkins 

are a vegetable! Many people like to use pumpkins to make pumpkin pie. 

Some families toast the seeds in an oven to make a snack.   

 One of our favorite ways to use pumpkins is to make jack-o-

lanterns.  We like to make jack-o-lanterns in the fall. Some people like to 

make funny faces on their pumpkins.  Before you can make a face on a 

pumpkin you have to remove the seeds and the pulp that are inside of 

the pumpkin. After you carve the face on the pumpkin you can put a 

candle inside of the pumpkin to make the face glow when it is dark 

outside.   
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Why would you need to remove the seeds and the pulp 
from a pumpkin before your carve it? 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
What are some of the different ways we can enjoy a 
pumpkin?  
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
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Thank you for downloading “Pumpkins a Close Read for 1 & 2 
Grades”  I created this close read activity based on the needs 
of my higher level first graders. I hope you enjoy using this in 
your classroom.  This is a copyrighted piece of work. It is illegal 
to share it with others who have not purchased a license and 
school districts or schools may not purchase one copy and use 
with more than one person. Such violations will be taken 
seriously by the author. If an individual or school district would 
like to use this piece of work they should contact the author: 
Sarah Tharpe Winchell  at teachingresources@aol.com for 
details. Pumpkin Graphic by Creative Clips. Check it out on TPT. 
 
Please check out my other products! Thanks for your support, 
Sarah 

Sarah Tharpe Winchell 
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